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Guiding Questions 

 
1. What instructional strategies and tools should be used to maximize learning, engagement, 

and achievement of 21st century students? 
 

2. How will this lesson, unit or course explicitly teach students to think, read, write, and 
express themselves like an expert in a particular content area? 
 

3. In what new ways can we motivate and inspire students to want to learn about the subject 
area? 
 

4. What opportunities will students have to apply 21st Century Learning to relevant, real-life 
situations? 
 

5. How will effective teaching and assessment of 21st Century Learning be balanced with 
required standardized testing? 
 

6. What partnerships will enhance the learning experience?  
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Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake Schools 
21st Century Framework for Learning Pathway Document  

 
• Create integrated classrooms with relevant interdisciplinary learning experiences with an emphasis on 

depth over breadth. 
- Encourage and explore ways for teachers in different disciplines to collaborate on shared projects, across 

curriculum.  
- Include current, relevant and rigorous curriculum outlined in the 21st Century Framework for Learning. 
- Utilize highly interactive technology to engage students with web based learning, personal technology, and 

distance learning. 
- Improve classroom environment (desks, more storage, tables, outlets) to allow for more movement and 

group work. 
 

• Develop skills and apply knowledge to address relevant problems with creative and innovative solutions. 
- Expand hands-on, relevant and rigorous project based learning opportunities for groups and individuals. 
- Help students develop higher order thinking to utilize critical analysis to solve real life problems. 
- Expose students to disciplinary and interdisciplinary based careers. 
- Build interpersonal, presentation, and teamwork skills in the classroom.  

 
• Develop high quality literacy across all disciplines. 

- Incorporate technical, digital, and financial skills for students to understand the role of economy, culture, 
society and the individual’s impact upon the world. 

- Teach students to think, read, write and express themselves like experts in the field. 
 

• Provide and support professional development to inspire and encourage teachers to explore new teaching 
strategies and technology to deliver high quality instruction for the 21st Century. 

- Provide and embed time and opportunities for team orientated professional development.  
- Promote extended learning opportunities and make them more accessible by offering a variety of delivery 

mechanisms. 
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• Expand alternative, differentiated learning opportunities. 
- Integrate state of the art technology and delivery systems to enhance learning outcomes. 
- Develop flexibility in school scheduling, teaching strategies and procedures to allow for non-traditional, 

career and independent learning opportunities. 
- Increase instructional programs and opportunities for differentiated learning experiences. 

 
• Expand opportunities for collaboration and communication to increase student learning opportunities. 

- Increase communication with students, parents, community and other schools utilizing digital resources. 
- Increase use of collaboration through community and professional partnerships like Junior Achievement and 

internships.  
- Use collaboration and communication tools to create and share knowledge with a larger audience because 

“the world is our stage.”  
 

• Utilize a balanced whole child educational approach that promotes academic, career, social, emotional, and 
physical development. 

- Develop citizenship, leadership, responsibility, and adaptability in students necessary to succeed in the 21st 
Century environment. 

- Help students to discover and develop their passion to motivate them to be innovators and productive life-
long learners by exposing them to a variety of interests. 

- Provide opportunities for all students to explore, experience, and plan a career path.  
 
 


